
By Laura Stokes
CONTRffiUTI:NG WRITER

PUMPKINTOWN - While
some holidayshoppers are push-
ing and shoving to get the latest
in video gamingor elbowingtheir
fellow man in the ribs to get
aholdof the last plasmaTV at ' JIMMYBURNETTE,
slashed prices, the true meaning Checkingit twice: BuddyCox completes the paperwork on the tam-
of Christma~ is gently unfolding iliesin the CountrySanta program. Country Santa elves willlater de-
in a little cabin in the tiny com- livergiftsbased on thetamilies' wishlists.' ,

munityofPumpkintoWn. ,,"

Buddy Cox, better known as nelI~ed by ot:per "ag,enc.ies,this'
Country Santa as Christmas ~hnstmas. She types up iI?forma-
nears, is cleaning out the cob- . Formore informationabout lion sheets on each family that
webs and beginning to stock the makingdonations, volunteering' Country San,tawill help, usually
shelves of his workshop, where or to request assistance, call the amounting to about 2,000chil-
gifts for more than 2,000 Up- CountrySanta hotlineat 898- dr.enin the Upstate.
state children wIllpass through 4422 or visitthe web site,at Donations of toys are stacked
inthenextmonth. www.countrysanta.org. th hI fth kh. on e s eVeS 0 e wor s op

"Sometimes we squeeze the and volunteers fill Hefty bags'
life out of it," Cox said of Christ- f th ld It ' dif:J: t with about $50 worth of toys' for
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b' 'k ee ng up ere. s no Jus. 'were at e IS poure ac b t t It,' b t I tak Wltha simple message - "Merry.
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h d P ,Christmasfrom]esusand Coun-
into everyone who makes Coun- lpg tl1Ile 0 e p t e nee y. ,eo- "', ' I

.. pIe whonever have come up here try Santa. The bag~,are then
try Santa a part oftheIr holiday. d fl' th "kn" numbered and stored ill the trac-

"It's December that I look for- 'r e tIt, eydon tow.. 'tor shed.
ward to every yegr and the sad In its 28th year, the Country" , . .

thing is, it has to end," said Tim Santa program runs like a fine We n have 1,200"1,300 H;efty
Sculley, one of Cox's "head tuned machine, albeit a machine bags full of toys ready to p~t out
'elves,"'as he calls him. "This is , workingovertime. Coxcloses his,. on. the field on the 23rd, , Cox
just a differentplace than the oth- business for the month of De- saId., '

er 11months out ofthe year." cember and his secretary, Karen And on Christmas Eve, volun-
"They have withdrawal when Dodgens, transitions into keeper teers wIDline up in their vehicles

it's done. They show up on the of the list. Dodgens fields re- and wait foi'fhecovetedopportu-
,26th and want to clean up," said quests, from needy children and, city to load up a few bags and de~ .
Coxof his elves. "It's totally apart makes sure they are not being liver them to the children.

lJountry
Santa to
spread cheer I

to needy kids


